
Minutes of a Meeting of the Mid Sussex District Council Liquor 
Licensing Panel held on Wednesday, 3rd June 2015 

from 2.00 p.m. to 3.35 p.m. 
 
Present: Councillors:  Peter Reed (Chairman) 
 Bruce Forbes 
 Ginny Heard 
 

Officers in attendance: Sally Blades, Committee Co-Ordinator (PA to the Chairman of  
  the Council) 
  Franca Currall, Solicitor to the Panel   
  Paul Thornton, Senior Licensing Officer 
 
Also in attendance: Responsible Authorities 
 
  Pauline Giddings, Police Licensing Officer 
  Olly Robinson, Police Licensing Officer 
  Sergeant Mike Balmer, Sussex Police 
  Nick Bennett, Environmental Protection Officer, Mid Sussex  
  District Council 

LS.1 SUBSTITUTES AT MEETINGS OF COMMITTEES ETC. - PROCEDURE RULE 4 
 

None. 
 

LS.2 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

None. 

LS.3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 None. 
 
LS.4 DETERMINATION OF OBJECTION NOTICE TO TEMPORARY EVENT NOTICE – 

Land Behind 1A Breachlands, London Road, Albourne, BN6 9BJ 
 
 Paul Thornton, Senior Licensing Officer introduced the report and outlined the 

background to the determination of the Objection Notice to a Temporary Event 
Notice. 

 
 The Senior Licensing Officer explained that a Temporary Event Notice (TEN) had 

been received from the Applicant, Mr. James Langley, in accordance with Section 
100 of the Licensing Act 2003.  He added that, following receipt of the Notice, both 
Sussex Police and the Council’s Environmental Health Protection Team had 
submitted Objection Notices citing public nuisance and crime and disorder. 

 
He explained that the TEN covers the sale of alcohol, regulated entertainment and 
late night refreshments between 6.00 p.m. on 4th July and 6.00 a.m. on 5th July at 
Breachlands, London Road, Albourne, which is believed to be on private land. 

He added that the notification states the nature of the event as being a dance music 
event to include performed and playback and will be attended by a maximum of 499 



people which includes performers and staff.  He explained that a TEN’s is only 
accepted if there are no more than 499 attendees which includes staff, performers 
and patrons. 

The Senior Licensing Officer explained that the timescale for notification was 
adhered to and reminded Members that the Police and Environmental Health have 
the right to object if they are of the opinion that allowing the event to take place would 
undermine any of the licensing objectives. 

He reminded Members that if the Committee issue a counter notice, the event cannot 
take.  If they choose not to and allow the event to be held the Premises User and the 
Relevant Persons must be given a notice of the decision.  However, If the decision is 
made not to issue a counter notice and allow the event to go ahead no conditions 
can be attached to the TEN. 

Question from a Member of the Panel 

In response to a question from a Member, the Senior Licensing Officer confirmed that 
the Applicant, Mr. Langley, had been informed by e-mail and sent a copy of the 
committee papers.  He confirmed that the applicant had been made aware the matter 
would be determined by a committee hearing.  At that time no details of the hearing 
were confirmed.  He acknowledged this by return e.-mail.  He was informed the next 
day about details of the time and date for the hearing using the same e-mail address.  
He did not acknowledge the second e-mail. 

The Panel expressed their disappointment that the Applicant, Mr. Langley was not 
present at the meeting to answer questions. 

Representation from Sussex Police 

Research on the internet had shown that 3,000 to 10,000 people would be attending 
the event and Sussex Police had grave concerns regarding the promotion of the 
licencing objectives.  Their concerns relate to the impact on the community and the 
traffic management of the A23.  The Applicant would normally agree a security plan 
with the Police who are unaware of the name of the security firm.  There is also 
information available that the Applicant had been involved in an illegal rave in the 
past. 

Question from Members of the Panel 

One Member referred to the perimeter of the site and asked about fencing and 
security.  Sussex Police said that he had not visited the site but indicated that there is 
some kind of fencing and added that the entrance to the site is a go kart track  

In response to another question from the Member as to how difficult the site would be 
to control and keep secure, Sussex Police confirmed that it would be difficult to keep 
secure as there would be a serious amount of infrastructure and staff to control. 

The Member asked what problems he envisaged.  Sussex Police said that there was 
the potential for public disorder, buses or coaches turning up on the site, no pick-up 
points identified.  There would be the potential for trouble if event goers were turned 
away from the site.  The event would be very difficult to police due to lack of 
resources.  A special plan would need to be put in place. 



The Member referred to the licensing objective, protection of children from harm and 
the use of illegal substances.  Sussex Police explained that at smaller festivals it is 
quite common to find illegal substances.  He added that youngsters can get lost and 
there is the potential for them to be provided with alcohol. 

The Member asked how difficult it would be for Applicant to satisfy protection from 
harm.  Sussex Police outlined measures the Applicant would need to put into place 
and referred to the use of balloons and nitrous oxide which is illegal.   

Representation from Environmental Health Protection Team 

The Environmental Health Protection Officer, Nick Bennett, referred to the continuous 
playing of music for twelve hours and the prevention of public nuisance.  He said that 
bass level is harder to control 

He also referred to noise nuisances which include crowd noise, cheering and 
chanting, the erection of the stage, testing noise by the deejay and the noise of 
customers arriving and leaving the site. 

He confirmed that he had visited the site and there is an earth bund of around 15 to 
20 feet.   He considered that this would help to reduce the noise but not enough to 
allay concerns. 

Questions from Members of the Panel 

In response to a question from a Member as to how easy it would be to scale over 
the Environmental Health Inspector confirmed relatively easy.  He added that the 
residents of Albourne are only a kilometre away from the site.  Noise levels will be 
intrusive and residents disturbed. 

In response to another question from the Member about health and safety, the 
Environmental Health Officer said that normally a Management Plan would be put in 
place covering security.  He confirmed that a whole raft of things has not been 
addressed. 

In response to a further question from the Member about the serving of hot food, the 
Senior Licensing Officer explained that a Food Safety Officer would liaise with the 
event organisers about food concessions and may attend to inspect on the day of the 
event. 

The Member asked that, if event goes ahead, would the Environmental Protection 
Team make a visit.  Mr. Bennett confirmed that no, it would not, an out of hours 
service is only provided in exceptional circumstances. 

There were no more questions. 

The meeting adjourned at 2.45 p.m. to consider the application and 
reconvened at 3.30 p.m. for the Panel to deliver their decision 

 
The Chairman informed the meeting that the Counter Notice citing the following 
reasons would be issued:- 
 
(1) Prevention of Crime and Disorder and Public Safety 



The Liquor Licensing Panel have concerns that the applicant intends to exceed the 
maximum capacity of 499 people at the event and would have little control over the 
numbers attending. 
 
There is information on social media sites which indicate attendance of 1500 with the 
possibility of more. 
 
(2) Prevention of Public Nuisance 
 

Given the nature, times and expected size of the event the Panel has concerns 
that public nuisance will be caused.  It appears that there will be several stages 
and loud bass-heavy dance music played in the open air.  There are several 
residential properties within 500m and it is likely that residential properties over 
a much wider area will be subject to intrusive noise levels. 
 

(3) Protection of Children from Harm 
 

Due to the lack of clear information on the part of the Premises User the Panel 
has grave concerns regulating the protection of children from harm. 

 
The Chairman announced that the Decision Notice would be received within the next five 
working days and informed the meeting of the right to appeal within 21 days of this notice in 
the Magistrates Court. 
 
 
 

Chairman. 


